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Indo Swiss Joint Research Programme

APPLICATION FORM FOR

JOINT RESEARCH PROJECTS
General instructions

Proposals (as per funding instruments indicated at Annexure-I) are invited from scientists and researchers of India and Switzerland for support under ISJRP, being supported by the Governments of India and Switzerland. The nodal agencies for the implementation of ISJRP are the Department of Science & Technology (DST), India and the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL). ISJRP aims at bringing together researchers and research groups from Swiss and Indian institutions in scientific and technological areas of strategic relevance to both countries.
Identified priority areas are as below:

· Information & communication technologies

· Material sciences & nanotechnologies

· Human health sciences

· Sustainable urban development
· Renewable energy sources

Evaluation and Selection
a.
Joint Research Projects and Institutional Partnerships

Applications submitted under the categories Joint Research Projects and Institutional Partnerships will be reviewed by two independent expert committees, one in Switzerland, coordinated by SNSF (Swiss National Science Foundation), and one in India, coordinated by DST.

Based on the comments of their experts, SNSF and DST will both produce a list of recommendations. Applications to be funded will be placed in category A, applications considered for funding in category B, and applications to be rejected in category C.  
SNSF will communicate its list with funding recommendations and, upon request, also the peer review files, to the Swiss Programme Management who will take the lead in the negotiations with DST about project selection.

The Swiss Programme Management will transmit the recommendations made by SNSF to DST and will receive, in return, the recommendations of the Indian party. The recommendations of both parties will then be negotiated by the Swiss Programme Management and DST in consultation with their respective Advisory Boards until a good governance will be achieved. 

b.
Joint Utilisation of Advanced Facilities and Research Fellowships and Project based exchange visits
Applications submitted under the categories Joint Utilisation of Laboratories & Facilities; Research Fellowships and Project based exchange visits of Ph.D Students will be handled separately in Switzerland and India. In Switzerland, applications will be evaluated by Advisory Board members previously approved by the SNSF.

c. 
Public-private partnerships
ISJRP highly welcomes the inclusion of private sector partners as participants in proposals. The programme envisages to allocate at least 30% of its grants to projects involving at least one industrial partner either from Switzerland or from India. These projects will be evaluated in a separate pool, competing only against other public-private partnership projects. 

Application deadline and time schedule for evaluation
Completed applications (as per format at Annexure-II) must be submitted or postmarked not later than 31 March 2008. Late and incomplete applications will not be accepted. Fax copies will not be accepted. The tentative time scheduled for implementing the ISJRP is as below-
Last date for acceptance of applications - 31st March 2008



Deadline for evaluation by each side
- 30th Sep 2008



Joint decision by both sides

- 30th Nov 2008



Start of the projects/ activities

- 15th Dec 2008

Submission

Please use a standard 11 point font for all text (not including figures or tables) and a 2.5 cm (one inch) margin on all sides. Swiss applications should not be bound or stapled. Simply use clips to hold copies together while Indian applications must be nicely stapled
Swiss applicants sent the original and x copies of the completed application form to:

Contact person

Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)

Wildhainweg 3, Postfach 8232

3001 Bern

An additional copy of the completed application form should be submitted to the Swiss Programme Management:

Dr. Barbara Baumann, Prof. Pramod Rastogi

EPFL – VPRI
CM2 203, Station 10

1015 Lausanne
Email: barbara.baumann@epfl.ch, pramod.rastogi@epfl.ch
The original copy must be signed by the Swiss (written signature) and Indian principal investigators (electronic signature).

Indian applicants sent the original and 6 copies of the completed application form along with an electronic copy in a single file, as email attachment to:

Mr. R.K. Sharma
Senior Scientific Officer

International Division

Department of Science and Technology

New Mehrauli Road

New Delhi - 110 016

Email: sharma_rk@nic.in 
The original copy must be signed by the Indian (written signature) and Swiss principal investigators (electronic signature).

Annexure-I

Funding Instruments

1
Joint Research Projects

	Description:
	Grants for Joint Research Projects are meant to promote collaborative projects with clearly defined goals involving at least one Swiss and one Indian scientist. Applications should describe ambitious research and propose innovative approaches.

Curiosity-driven and goal-oriented research will be evenly supported. In case of goal-oriented proposals, applications should include a detailed dissemination plan specifying how project findings will be used for the benefits of the community, e.g,. through incorporation into products and services.

Depending on the complexity of the projects, the designation of a project coordinator ensuring coherence, consistency in the consortium, management of the project budget and responsibility for the timely delivery of reports and for maintaining communications with the Programme Management, may be required.

The forming of inter- and multidisciplinary research teams and the creation of public-private partnerships are highly encouraged.



	Purpose:
	· To further research advances and knowledge production within the programme's priority areas 

· To create synergies across borders and institutes

· To benefit from pooled research efforts and expertise



	Duration:
	12 - 36 months

	Eligible costs:
	A detailed budget will be required. Requested budget items must relate to the project research activities.

Allowable budget items:

· Salary for one Ph.D. student (3 years) or one postdoctoral fellow (2 years)

· Consumables required to do the proposed research

· Travel expenses connected to visits to the partner institute(s) in the counterpart country

· Fellowships to host project partners (faculty members and students) from the counterpart country

· Other costs- i) For Swiss partners: conference participation fees, publication fees, patent fees, etc. (max. CHF 2,000 per year)

                         ii) For Indian Partners: Overhead charges up to 20% of the project cost to be released to Indian institutes.



	Submission of applications:
	Swiss and Indian scientists shall submit joint applications in response to a call for proposals.

	Eligibility criteria:
	· Proposal received before the deadline indicated in the call

· Completeness of proposal

· Proposal involves at least one partner from Switzerland and one partner from India

· Proposed research is related to the programme's priority areas



	Evaluation of proposals:
	Proposals will be considered on the basis of peer-reviews conducted both in Switzerland (by SNSF and/or CTI) and India (by DST).



	Reporting and evaluation of reports:
	Swiss and Indian scientists will report separately.

Swiss scientists will have to submit an annual scientific and finance report to the Swiss Programme Management using a standard format. The scientific reports will be evaluated by Advisory Board members previously approved by the SNSF and/or a panel of experts proposed by these Advisory Board members. The financial reports will be examined by the Programme Management.




2. Institutional Partnerships Projects (Joint Research Centres)

	Description:
	Grants for Institutional Partnerships are meant to create links and to foster collaboration in research and education between Swiss and Indian institutes working in similar thematic fields of research and recognised for their excellence.

The following forms of cooperative activities are envisaged:

· Joint research activities within ISJRP's priority areas

· Exchange of faculty members for the purpose of research, seminars and lectures

· Exchange of doctoral students and postdoctoral fellows for research and trainings

· One joint workshop (small-scale)

· Exchange of information (e.g. teaching material, databases, ...) and material

Institutional Partnerships are expected to create a synergy of activities that will ensure that the involved institutes increase their scientific competitiveness and reach their goal of being firmly established at the forefront of research, innovation and education.

The forming of inter- and multidisciplinary research teams and the creation of public-private partnerships are highly encouraged.



	Purpose:
	· To assemble the «critical mass» of Swiss and Indian experts needed to achieve breakthroughs in cutting-edge areas of research, innovation and education

· To provide a regional focus for scientific and technological expertise
· To draw on the pooling and leveraging of already existing facilities and equipment



	Duration:
	12 - 36 months



	Eligible costs:
	Institutional Partnership Projects will receive a lump-sum budget. Requested budget items must relate to the project research activities.

Allowable budget items :

· Consumables required to do the proposed research

· Support of one small-scale jointly organised workshop
· Travel expenses connected to visits to the partner institute(s) in the counterpart country

· Fellowships to host project partners (faculty members and students) from the counterpart country

· Other costs: For Swiss partners (max. CHF 5,000 per year)
                          For Indian partners (up to 20% of the project cost as overhead charges to Indian participating Institute)


	Submission of Applications:


	Swiss and Indian scientists shall submit joint applications to the Swiss and Indian Programme Management in response to a call for proposals.

	Eligibility criteria:
	· Proposal received before the deadline indicated in the call

· Completeness of proposal

· Proposal involves at least one partner from Switzerland and one partner from India

· Proposed research is related to the programme's priority areas



	Evaluation of proposals:
	Proposals will be considered on the basis of peer-reviews conducted both in Switzerland (by SNSF and/or CTI) and India (by DST).



	Reporting and evaluation of reports:
	Swiss and Indian scientist will report separately.

Swiss scientists will have to submit an annual scientific and financial report to the Swiss Programme Management using a standard format. The scientific reports will be evaluated by Advisory Board members previously approved by the SNSF and/or a panel of experts proposed by these Advisory Board members. The financial reports will be examined by the Programme Management.




3. Joint Utilisation of Advanced Facilities
	Description:
	Grants under this scheme are intended to support Swiss and Indian faculty members wishing to spend a certain time period in a laboratory, department or at an institute of the counterpart country in order to utilise specialized equipment, facilities, resources, libraries and/or databases that are not available at their home institute.



	Research areas:
	All disciplines.



	Purpose: 
	· To make the most optimal utilisation of already existing research facilities, equipment and resources

· To encourage ‘brain circulation’ between Switzerland and India



	Duration:
	1 - 12 months.



	Eligible costs:
	A detailed budget will be required.

Allowable budget items:

· Supplies required to do the proposed research

· Laboratory (bench) or other user fees

· Travel expenses and accommodation costs

In principle, costs will be split according to the guidelines described in the Executive Programme of Cooperation (POC)
:

· The visiting scientist pays for his/her international travel

· The hosting scientist pays for accommodation and living costs of the visiting scientist

Costs for supplies required to do the proposed research and for laboratory (bench) or other user fees will be included in the fellowship fee granted to the hosting scientist.



	Submission of applications:


	Swiss applicants submit their proposals to the Swiss Programme Management, Indian applicants to DST. Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until the funds yearly allocated to this scheme are depleted.



	Evaluation of applications:
	In Switzerland, applications will be considered by the Programme Management on the basis of recommendations made by Advisory Board members previously approved by the SNSF and/or a panel of experts proposed by these Advisory Board members.



	Reporting:
	Swiss and Indian scientist will report separately.

Swiss scientists will have to submit a short scientific and financial report to the Programme Management within two months of the end of the visit to the Indian institution. The scientific reports will be evaluated by Advisory Board members previously approved by the SNSF and/or a panel of experts proposed by these Advisory Board members. The financial reports will be examined by the Programme Management.




4. Research Fellowships

	Description:
	Grants for research fellowships can be sought by faculty members wishing to either host a scientist (faculty and/or Ph.D. student) from the counterpart country or to send one of his/her students to an institute/laboratory in the counterpart country for obtaining training and undertaking studies and research.

Applicants are expected to propose high quality research that balances the provision of training with the opportunity to advance knowledge in a given research area.



	Research areas:
	All disciplines.



	Purpose:
	· To encourage ‘brain circulation’ between Switzerland and India

· To enhance technical and professional development and future career prospects of students

· To provide students with new learning experiences and networking opportunities in another country



	Duration:
	Terms of the fellowship are flexible and are designed to meet the needs of the applicants.



	Eligible costs:
	A detailed budget will be required.

Allowable budget items :

· Supplies required to do the proposed research

· Laboratory (bench) or other user fees

· Travel expenses and accommodation costs

In principle, costs will be split according to the guidelines described in the POC (see footnote 1, paragraph 10.3):

· The visiting scientist pays for his/her international travel

· The hosting scientist pays for accommodation and living costs of the visiting scientist

Costs for supplies required to do the proposed research and for laboratory (bench) or other user fees will be included in the fellowship fee granted to the hosting scientist.



	Submission of applications:


	Swiss applicants submit their proposals to the Swiss Programme Management, Indian applicants to DST. Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until the funds yearly allocated to this scheme are depleted.



	Evaluation:
	In Switzerland, applications will be considered by the Programme Management on the basis of recommendations made by Advisory Board members previously approved by the SNSF and/or a panel of experts proposed by these Advisory Board members.



	Reporting:
	Swiss and Indian scientist will report separately.

Swiss scientists will have to submit a short scientific and financial report to the Programme Management within two months after the end of the visit to the Indian institution. The scientific reports will be evaluated by Advisory Board members previously approved by the SNSF and/or a panel of experts proposed by these Advisory Board members. The financial reports will be examined by the Programme Management.


Guidelines Regarding

the Organisation of

Academic Visits and Research Trainings

General Rules for Scientific Exchanges under ISJRP
1) The visiting scientist pays for the international travel.
Funds to cover these expenses may be requested under budget item "3".
2) The hosting scientist
· arranges for adequate accommodations for the other party's exchanged or assigned personnel;
· pays for the accommodation and living expenses of the other party's exchanged or assigned personnel;
· pays for the in-country travels of the other party's exchanged or assigned personnel provided that these travels are connected with the joint project.

Funds to cover these expenses may be requested under budget item "4".
3) Each principal investigator is responsible for the salaries and insurances to be paid to its exchanged or assigned personnel. The insurances should cover health, workplace and non-workplace accidents. Please note, that ISJRP will not cover any costs caused by illness or accidents.

A) Visits of Indian scientists to Swiss institutions
	Procedures

	
	Steps to be followed
	Who

	
	Specify aim and duration of visit
	Swiss & Indian partners

	
	Inform the Swiss Programme Management about the visit.
	Swiss partner

	
	Issue letter of invitation for the Indian scientist.
	Swiss Programme

Management

	
	Apply for permission of entry (through institution).
	Swiss partner

	
	Apply for a visa at the Swiss Consulate in Mumbai or at the Embassy of Switzerland in Delhi.
	Indian partner

	
	Procure health insurance covering workplace and non-workplace accidents for the duration of the stay in Switzerland.
	Indian partner

	
	Arrange accommodation for the host.
	Swiss partner


	Daily allowances and fellowship fees to be paid to the Indian visitor

	
	Short-term visits (up to ten days)

· faculty members

· students
	Daily allowance

CHF 140.- per diem

CHF 120.- per diem

	
	Long-term visits (more than ten days)

· faculty members

· students
	Fellowship fees

CHF 2,500 per month

CHF 2,300 per month

	
	Funds to cover these expenses may be requested under budget item "4".


B) Visits of Swiss scientists to Indian institutions
	Procedures

	
	Steps to be followed
	Who

	
	Specify aim and duration of visit.
	Swiss & Indian partners

	
	Apply for a visa at the Embassy of India in Berne or at the Indian Consulate in Geneva.
	Swiss partner

	
	If required, obtain letter of invitation and work permission for the Swiss scientist.
	Indian partners

	
	Check whether vaccinations are needed.
	Swiss partner

	
	Check whether (additional) health insurance covering workplace and non-workplace accidents for the duration of the stay in India is needed.
	Swiss partner

	
	Arrange accommodation for the host.
	Indian partner


	Daily allowances and fellowship fees to be paid to the Swiss visitor

	
	Short-term visits (up to 30 days)

Faculty members as well as students
	Daily allowance

Rs. 1000/- per day plus guest house accommodation

	
	Long-term visits (more than 30 days)

faculty members as well as students
	Fellowship fees

Rs. 700/- per days for the days exceeding 30 days plus guest house accommodation


	Travel budget

	
	General rule: Not more than one visit per year and per project collaborator.
	Expenses covered: Switzerland-India return flight, economy class at the lowest available price.

	
	Funds to cover these expenses may be requested under budget item "3".








� Executive Programme of Cooperation in the field of science and technology covering the period 2006 to 2010. The document was signed by representatives of the Swiss and Indian Governments in November 2006.
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